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not always the case. If the trolley wire runs back to the
power house or if there is another feeder nearby that can
be used as a pressure wire, the drops in the feeder and track
may be measured separately and an accurate idea gained as
to just how the drop is distributed. For example, if the
upper voltmeter terminal is connected to the end @ of the
trolley wire instead of to ¢, the reading obtained will be
the drop through the track alone, because the voltmeter
takes such a small current that there will be practically no
drop through 7'x. If one terminal of the voltmeter is con-
nected to ¢ and the other to «, the reading obtained will be
the drop in the feeder /7 /. This method is the one to be
preferred, because it at once gives an accurate comparison
between the loss in the overhead work and the loss in the
track and shows what part of the system requires attention
in order to bring about better working conditions.

AUXILIARY EQUIPMENT.

35. We have already considered that part of an electric
railway system that pertains directly to the supply of cur-
rent for the cars. The rolling stock and car equipment
remain to be considered, but before going on to this part
of the subject, it may be well to pay some attention to what
might be called the auxiliary departments of a road. Under
this head may be included car houses or car barns, repair
shops, etc. These, while not, perhaps, directly connected
with the running of the cars, are at the same time an essen-
tial part of the road. Their equipment varies greatly on
different roads, so that the descriptions can only be very
general in character,

THE CAR HOUSE.

36. The car house or car barn is a building used for
storing cars that are not in use; that is to say, either for
storing the regular schedule cars during the hours when
they are not in use or for storing closed cars in hot weather
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