16 MILITARY RAILWAYS.

at the point of intersection. 'The angle at each rail crossing can be computed in the
shop. Where two roads must cross and no crossing is at hand, one track can be -
raised & sufficient amount to allow a movable section of rail to be put into place
acrossthe other track. When the cars have passed, the section is taken out, opening
the lower track to cars.

Crossings for vehicles are made by nailing planks to the ties or to blocks laid
in the bed of the track. To keep such crossings clean and th_erebir prevent cars
from jumping off the track, it is a good d[l)lan to lay a rail on its side along the inside
of each rail of the track, the head of such rail to lie against the web of the track rail.

ST

FIG. 18.—CROSSING, ' T16.19—TURNTABLE.

26. Turntables.—For shatp turns, and for turning cars and locomotives, turn-
tables are necessary. The commonest kind used with portable track is shown in
fig. 19. These are furnishéd ready-made by the railway-equipment firms. (¥or
a complete turntable see par. 168, fig. 119.)
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27. Cars.—Commercial types of narrow-gage cars are made entirely of steel,
entirely of wood, or of the two combined. For certain uses the all-steel cars are
very good, but for work in the field, cars with wooden bodies have been found to be

much easier to repair, and a break of any sort does not throw the car out of use for
a long time, _
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